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Rgr^RKS: 


of claims 10 to 15 in the above noted office action is respectfully 


he 


er 


The rejection 
traversed. 
35 use 103 para 2 
BIRK is the principal reference. 

Applicants invention accurr^ulates cartons atdtran8fer5tatjon.Ttiegroupsofcart<|ns 
are moved from the station sideways to one or other of two packing stations. 
BIRK works in a totaUy different manner. 

In BIRK the cartons are towered down . by a cylinder, into a case located below 
station. 

They are not transfen-ed sideways, from side to side, 
m Birl^ there is only one packing station. It is located beneath the transfer statioh. 
Applicant has two packing stations. They are located on either side of the tran^fi 
station. 

Applicants invention is distinguishable. 

GOLDBERG. Is cited in combination with BIRK (the principal reference) 
In Applicants invention the damp bars of the gripper are all slidable along slide bdrs, 
There is no sliding action between clamp bars and rods in the reference. The 
damps 14 and 20 are both somehow fastened to the screw threaded rods 44 £ j^d 
46 . Presumably this fastening is by being formed with female threads, arthoijgh 
this is not explained. The clamps cannot slide on the rods. 
Somehow . it is said, the damp bars can move together to clamp something 
GOLDBERG fails to explain how the two clamps move together. 
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can assuma that in some way rotation of the threaded rods rnovas tho clamp 
bars together. It is not clear how this could work. 

If the threaded rods rotate, then the two clamp bars would move along the rcd^. in 
the same direction. 

It might possibly work if the threads on the two rods were both left and right handed. 
This is not described at all. 

There is nothing to show how the rods could be rotated, in any case. 
There is nothing showing any connection between the motor 42 and the threajod 
rods 44 and 46. 

GOLDBERG is a totally Inadequate document, and lacks any clarity. 
For example the text refers to element 12. There is no numeral 12 on the drawings. 
Where and what is element 12. We do not know. 

How can such a poor piece of writing be regarded as making anything "obvioi|s" 
within 35 USC 103. 

This document does not originate in some third world country wheria drafting ajid 
translation difficulties may lead to excusable errors. 
It originates from a University research lab, and a US university at that. If university 
staff are incapable of writing a description of this basic mechanical clamp , with any 
sufficient degree of clarity, who are we to say that we , or any one else skilled in tlje 
art. can understand it. 

This alone is sufficient in this submission to disregard it entirely. 
It is surprising that such a poor piece of writing succeeded in passing through thle 
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tt i, surprtslng that such a poor pieca of wrWns succeeded in passing though lj.a 
USPTMO examination process at ell. 
: However applicant has revised the claims with a viewto darify.ng the arrangement 

of the slide rods and clamp bare. 

The clamp bars are attached to alternate right and left hand slide rods. 
Set screws 75 and 77, Fig 6. provide this attachment 
Movement of one pair of slide rads moves one set of clamp bars in one directio|i 
Movement of the other pair of slide rods moves the other set of clamp bars in 
other direcUon. 

10 This is not related to the damping by threaded rods as in Goldberg. 

New claims 21 to 24 are added. 
A clean copy of the claims as amended is attached. 
Reconsideration and allowance is earnestly solicited in view of the foregoing, fn 
event that the Examiner feels that a discussion of the case would be helpful i 
respectfully requested that he call the undersigned at the telephone number no 
below. 

Yours respectfully, 
Ejler L. Soronsen 


he 
is 

:ed 


Phone 905 857 9632 
Fax 906 857 8025 

March 10 2003 
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10, Carton gripper apparatus for gripping groups of cartons for packing ^aid 
groups into boxes, and comprising; 
a gripper body mamber; 

a first and a seoond pair of slide rods supported on said gripper body member; 
a first pair of clamp bars slideable along said first pair of said slide rods; 
a second pair of clamp bars slideable along said second pair of said slide rojjs, 
relative to said first pair of clamp bars; and, 
means for sliding said first and second said pairs of clamp bars towards one anotrter 
into a gripping position and away from one another into a releasing position. 



1 1 , Carton gripper apparatus for gripping groups of cartons for packing )as 
claimed in claim 10 and including bearing openings in said clamp bars, and wherein 
said slide rods extend through respective said bearing openings thereby to penrfiit 
said sliding of said damp bars along respective said pairs of said slide rods.. 

12, Carton gripper apparatus for gripping groups of cartons for packing iis 
claimed in claim 1 1 and wherein said first pair of damp bars are secured to sqid 
second pair of said slide rods, and wherein second pair of said damp bars ate 
secured to said first pair of said slide rods. 

13, Carton gripper apparatus for gripping groups of cartons for packing 4s 
claimed in daim 1 2 end wherein each of said first pair of slide rods are moveable 


Received Irom < 905 857 S026 > at 3/12/03 11:16:53 AM [Eastern Standard Time] 


MftR-12-2003 11:53 


ELS DESIGN 


905 B57 8026 P. 11/13 


10 


move said second pair of damp bars, and wherein each of said second pair of ^lide 
rods are moveable to move said first pair of cfamp bars. 

14. Carton gripper apparatus for gripping groups of cartons for packind as 
claimed in claim 13 and including a head plate, and two side walls depending 
downwardly therefrom, slide openings in said side walls for receiving said first and 
second pairs of slide rods therethrough, and power means supported by said hi sad 
plate and operatively connected to respective first and second pairs of clamp b irs 

15. Carton gripper apparatus for gripping groups of cartons for packing as 
claimed in claim 14 and including rods extending from said power means» {ind 
being connected to said first and second pairs of clamp bars, and being operablo to 
move said first aind said second pairs simultaneously towards or away from one 
another. 


0 


Claim 21 Carton gripper apparatus for gripping groups of cartons for packing 
as claimed in claim 1 1 and wherein said first pair of damp bars comprises an € nd 
damp bar and an intermediate clamp bar, wherein said end clamp bar in said f rst 
pair is secured to said second pair of said slide rods, and wherein said second pair 
of said damp bars comprises and end damp bar and an intermediate damp bar 
wherein said end clamp bar In said second pair is secured to said first pair of id 
alide rods. 


Claim 22 Carton gripper apparatus for gripping groups of cartons for packi 
as daimed in claim 21 and tndudtng first and second frame plates connected 
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respective said intermediate damp bars in respective first and second pairs. 


ing 
and 


Claim 23 Carton grlpper apparatus for gripping groups of cartons for pacftl 
as claimed In claim 22 and Including rods extending from said power means, 
being connected to said first and second frame plates and being operable to probure 
relative movement of said first and said second pairs of damp bars simultanec^usly 
towards or away from one another. 

Claim 24 Carton gripper apparatus for gripping groups of cartons for pac|^jng 
as claimed in claim 21 and including third and fourth pairs of said clamp bars. 

Claim 25 Carton gripper apparatus for gripping groups of cartons for pacl^ng 
as claimed in claim 21 and induding fastening devices extending between said first 
damp bars and said second pair of slide rods, and fastening devices extencfing 
between said second cfamp bars and said first pair of slide rods. 
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